GUIDELINES: SONG SELECTION FOR EHV
Objective:

1. To guide EHV/Balvikas teachers in recognizing types/classification of songs and its criteria’s
2. To guide EHV/Balvikas teachers in selecting suitable bhajans to be taught to children

3. To create an awareness of the importance of simple bhajans for children

4. To enable and encourage a liking for bhajan in a child as this will motivate him/her to want to learn more
WHAT IS AN OCTAVE?
An Octave is a set of musical notes ranging from C to B (Western) or Sa to Ni (Indian). Refer diagram below.

The Octave determines the vocal range/pitch of a singer. The more the Octave is stretched, the greater the vocal range/pitch. The range will determine the ability of a singer to sing songs according to the pitch and notes of the song composition. 
TYPES OF SONGS/SONG CLASSIFICATION:

Simple Bhajans

1. Songs that contains 2-4 lines

2. Lyrics comprises of Easy to Pronounce words eg. Rama,Shiva, Hare, Bolo, Jai
3. Simple tune (5 notes) – these songs does not require high levels of vocal skills/range and can be sung in the simplest and plain delivery.
4. Within 1 octave  
If majority of the criteria’s is met then the song fits the category of Simple 

Medium Bhajans

1. Songs that contains 4-6 lines

2. Lyrics comprises of Slightly Difficult to Pronounce words eg. prashanthi , bhola nath, 

3. The melody of the song requires the voice to touch certain notes that are not plain in nature as such are Slightly Curvy. The melody tends to require a slight bend, twist or stretching of note/s.
4. Within 1-1/2 octaves.
If majority of the criteria is met then the song fits the category of Medium Bhajans 

Difficult Bhajans

1. Songs that contains MORE than 6 lines

2. Lyrics comprises of Difficult to Pronounce words eg trishoola, avathara, madhusoodana , tripurari

3. The melody of the song requires the voice to touch many notes that are not plain in nature as such are Very Curvy. The melody tends to require extreme/high level of bending, twisting or stretching of note/s.

4. More than 1 1/2 octaves
If majority of the criteria is met then the song fits the category of Difficult Bhajans 

Guidelines for Bhajan Instructor IN CHOOSING SONGS

1. Select  simple bhajans or according to group
Group 1-2-Simple Bhajans

Group 3- Medium Bhajans

The main objective is to give the motivation to the child that he/she is able to sing and enjoy the words and melody. Such encouragements will encourage a child to be interested in bhajans and learn more of them.

2. Check the words and pronunciation, meaning and tune of the song

3. Practise the song at least 10 times before teaching the children

4. Teach the children line by line. First – go through the words and pronunciation. Second – Introduce tune line by line. 3rd – Sing along with musical instrument accompaniment.
5. Make the children repeat twice after the teacher (maybe deleted)
6. Go over the song 2-3 times in every session

7. Sing together after a few practices

8. Explain the meaning of the song.
Quotes from Swami

1. Sing familiar bhajans, so that all can share in ananda (bliss). (Sai Bhajana Mala, 29) 
2. When you sing bhajans, dwell on the meaning of the song and the message of each name and form of God.  (Sai Bhajana Mala, 30)
3. Pay attention to the tune, the meaning, the variety, the voice, the raga (rhythm), the tala (beat), and other fine points of the bhajans.  (Sai Bhajana Mala, 30) 
4. Do not monopolize the time in bhajans by singing one song for six or ten minutes, repeating the same line often. Repeat each line twice and no more. Have only two speeds; one slow and the other, fast. In this way you can have in one hour of bhajan, more songs on more forms, more tunes and more variety, giving more people a chance. (SSS VII, 438)
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